Explanatory notefor Third Partiesand Others 2009

Electoral Act 1997, asamended (the Act)

Definitions

A third party means any individual or group, other than a reggst political party
or election candidate, who or which accepts, iaiqular calendar year, a
donation exceeding the value of €126.97.

A donation means any contribution given for political purp®sad includes all or
any of the following:

a donation of money,

a donation of property or goods,

conferring the right to use, without payment orestbonsideration,
indefinitely or for a specified period of time, apsoperty or goods,
the supply of services without payment or othersteration therefor,
the difference between the commercial price angtloe charged for
the purchase, acquisition or use of property odgaw the supply of
any service where the price, fee or other consiiterss less than the
commercial price, or

a donation received by way of a contribution mam#hée net profit from
a fund-raising event organised for the benefit tified party.

Palitical purposes means any of the following purposes, namely:
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(I

(1)

(V)

to promote or oppose, directly or indirggtthe interests of a political
party, a political group, a member of either Hookthe Oireachtas or a
representative in the European Parliament, or

to present, directly or indirectly, the paks or a particular policy of a
political party, a political group, a member ofheit House of the
Oireachtas, a representative in the European Ratfitior ahird
party, or

to present, directly or indirectly, the conamts of a political party, a
political group, a member of either House of thee@thtas, a
representative in the European Parliamentthiral party with regard
to the policy or policies of another political parpolitical group,
member of either House of the Oireachtas, reprateatin the
European Parliamerttird party or candidate at an election or
referendum or otherwise, or

to promote or oppose, directly or indirectly, theinterests of athird
party in connection with the conduct or management of any
campaign conducted with a view to promoting or procuring a
particular outcomein relation to a policy or policiesor functions of
the Government or any public authority;



(i) to promote or oppose, directly or indirecttiie election of a candidate at a
Dail, Seanad or European election or to soliciesdbr or against a
candidate or to present the policies or a partiquidicy of a candidate or
the views of a candidate on any matter connectédtve election or the
comments of a candidate with regard to the policyadicies of a political
party or a political group or of another candidait¢he election or
otherwise;

(iif) otherwise to influence the outcome of theation or a referendum or
campaign referred to in paragraph (i)(1V) of thedidition.

| Registration

A third party must, on receipt of a donation exéegdhe value of €126.97, and
before incurring any expenses for political purgo®e any further such expenses,
furnish to the Standards Commission -

- the name and address of the third party and daneerand address of the
person responsible for its organisation, managemweimancial affairs
("responsible person");

- a statement of the nature, purpose and estinaa@dint of donations to,
and proposed expenses of, the third party duriagyéar;

- an indication of any connection the third partgynhave with any political
party or candidate at an election or referenduiotiogrwise.

| Political Donations Accounts

Where a monetary donation in excess of €126.9&csived by a third party it
must:

- open and maintain an account in a financial tustin in the State;
- lodge the donation and any subsequent monetargtidms to the account.

Not later than the 31st March each year, the resplperson of a third party is
required to furnish to the Standards Commissioai@ment from the financial
institution in which the account has been operiHe statement must specify the
transactions that have taken place in relatiohéceiccount during the preceding
year.

The responsible person must also furnish a catdito the Standards Commission
stating that all monetary donations received bythivel party during the preceding
year were lodged to the account and that all ansodeivited from the account were
used for political purposes. When furnishing tbditicate the responsible person



will also be required to complete a Statutory Detlan that, to the best of the
person's knowledge and belief, the certificateoisect in every material respect
and that the person has taken all reasonable antmnaler to satisfy him/herself as
to the accuracy of the certificate.

The Standards Commission will issue a Certificat(fory Declaration and a
Form to the responsible person for this purpose.

| Limits on Donations

A third party may not accept:

- a donation, or donations from the same persothdé same year exceeding
an aggregate value of €6,348.69;

- a donation, of whatever value, from an individiggher than an Irish
citizen) who resides outside the island of Ireland,;

- a donation from a body corporate or unincorpatdtody of persons
which does not keep an office in the island ofdnel from which one or
more of its principal activities is directed,;

- a donation exceeding the value of €126.97, ifnhme and address of the
donor are not known.

ITISAN OFFENCE TO FAIL TO COMPLY WITH ANY OF THESE
REQUIREMENTS.

For further information please contact The StanslardPublic Office Commission

at 18 Lower Leeson Street, Dublin 2. Telephone blem{01) 6395666, Facsimile
(01) 6395684 and e-mail sipo@sipo.gov.ie or afievely you can contact any of
the people listed below:

Desmond O'Neill (01) 6395622
Jacqueline Moore (01) 6395718
Padraig Grant (01) 6395719
Frank Forde (01) 6395708



